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ABSTRACT 

Seeking to determine the necessary elements of a 
grammar for undergraduate students with a strong interest in Old 
French, the author discusses: (1) sounds, (2) forms, (3) syntax, and 

(h) poetics. It is felt that the treatment accorded phonology should 
be different from the traditional approach used in graduate level 
grammars, since the course is to be oriented primarily toward the 
reading of introductory literatures Specific texts are mentioned, and 
a general course descripticn is provided. (RL) 
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A ORAitEAE FOR TTMDEBQiUUXJAia OIP ?HPIOH 



In onSas to teacdi OQLd Freaaxili to uodeargraduatev ±t idll be 
neceesaiy to decide on vhat sort of granmir to ty gmnmt X 

mean a teat giving a dear and adequate introduction to CQjd Frenoh 
sounder foznu^ and ayntax foB beginning students to use In aequirlnc 
an elementaxy reading kno«d.edge of the language^ It uould^ in shorty 
be a handbook* Sinoa this paper does not prct^ to l>e anyihing sore 
than a statenent of ubat X think such a grannar should he like^ X 
should like to begin by waking a few. general assunptions xegardin|[ Urn 
lype of students and material 1 thiiKW such a course mould require* 

Itese assunptions mill^ I hope^ provide a oontext milhin mhioh I can 
propose a gra s m ar that is suitable for Tseginning students and^that osn 
used mith the material gcnexelly availaULo for instruction* 

To begin mith then^ I believe one must assmse that only 
outstanding advanced undergpnduates mill be adnitted into a course in 
dd French* These students should possess a good undsxgraduate prs* 
paratlon in Fteneh language and litesaturef. this we a n s they aboaOLd 
havm had at least three years of college French* Furthexmors thqy mould 
preaunably he planning to continue Old French in graduate sohoolf 
either as candidates for advanced degrees in Old Ftehoh or Bornsnse 
lauguagasf or in areas of Englishi, conqparativm literature^ or history 
vhere several years of moxk in 0Q.d Frenoh is necessary for their 
specialty* X do not believe this is Msuning too much regarding the 
plans or preparation of good seniors* 

Second^ I assuns that the gram m ar mill not t>e a ecs qgbst s 
or even advanced text there are enoucii of these anymey in fkendh^ 
Engiiaih^ and OexsiBn but rather an aLenentaxy handbook to guide 

and help the beginning student of Old Frenoh as he txies to master 
the rudiments of the language and to acquire some fluency in reading^ 

By may of cowparlaon^ it mould not be dissimilar in form to Bsynaiud 
da Lage*s Introduotly B l»ancien fTanoais* except that the tx^^ 
went of syntax should pe^^ps be more extensive than in his text* 

Third| one must tcdce for granted that a xnxnber of GOd fkenoh 
moxks are available in editions suitable for beginning students* 
Finally^ I assisne that the proposed undergraduate course 
mill emphasize Old Frenoh literature rather than phildlogyf in the 
narrom sense of the rnord; and by this I mean that the obieet of the 
course mill be to teabh the students to read and iq>preolate certain 
outstanding moxks of GOld French literature^ rather than to use those 
moxks primarily to ati^y the evolution of the language trcn Latin to 
OOd or Modem French* Since agreement on this point is important in 
detexndning ^be scope of any grammar prepaid for mdergraduate dd 
Arenohi and since wy limitation of the breadth of the course may seem ^ 
to some ill-advised^ X shall take a little tine to justify sy deoision* 















The interest undergraduates may have in learning dd Arenoh 
is> I believei mainiy literary} in factj mdergraduatesi not to speak 
of graduates^ are often repulsed hy the need to learn the developnent 
of a language that they can scarcely read# Beginners sisqpOly find it 
more interesting to pofxierj for example^ the place of the Baligant 
episode in the ^lyd or the conflict betseen love and kni^thood in 
Yvi^> than to study the rise and evolution of inchoative verbs in 
Vulgar Latin and Old I do not mean that the rise and develop* 

meat of inchoative verbs is not interesting} only that it is more 
interesting and more meaningful to a student idien be a]U:eady knows 
Old Aranoh and can easily recognize the verbs that stem from Latin 
inehoativeab ^Biis vouU apply aa to other aspects of the deve* 
lopnent of OQLd FrendC Later^ of course;! the studmt eoidd undertake 
a more intensive and thorough study of the devd.qpnent of the language 
in a separate and more advanced graduate course# 

The wishes of students can not of course be a deciding factor 
in determining hew a subject is to be tauciit^ and there are indeed 
more cogent reasons for setting a beginning course in dd frexubb. 
along the lines I have described^ But I think it is not wrong to sail 
attention to the desires of the students (as X see thoBf of course) 
as long aa other considerations seem to show that a beginning coursa 
ahould in fact answer their wlidieaC 

For I see no reason lAy students can not learn to read the 
or Chr$tien<e Yvain or the Jeu d»Ad« without a knowledge of 
the evolution of OELd FTSooh from Vulgar Latin# anymore tlian it is not 
iii^>06sible for then to read Moli^re# Voltaire| or Valfzy without a 
knbiledge of the developmait of Modem F^noh# A knowledge of Modem 
fVenoh philology would of course improve their understanding of modem 
authors ** on an advanced level* But we are hear speaking about 
leaning to read dd French^ that is about a level where it is very 
ffliHlciIt for students to go into the finesses of a language^ parti* 
eiGLarly a language aa . illusive as Old French or any other medieval 
language can often be# 

The order X have described whereby a student learns to read 
dd French before he takes xqp the evolution of the language is not 
unusual* X believe it is customary in teaching Middle Bngliah to begin 
by making the students aoqtdre a reading knowledge of the language 
by reading some importait author^ usuaQJy Chaucer* A more thorou^ 
atuc^ of the development of Middle Bhglish from dd Bigliah f oUowa 
this preparation on an advanced level* I believe a similar pattern 
is follcwed in teaching Middle Hi^ German and Old Qennan# For dd 
French we have Latin in place of dd English and dd Qexmani and ws 
aastme lhat the students knew Latin^ or can be made in a short time 
to learn it well enou^ to be able to undertake a meaningful stud^ 
of the developiaent of dd French from Classical or Vulgar Latin^ 
Bhfortunatflly most students knew or remember about as much Latin as 
Bij^sh students know dd En^sh| and their ignorance can not be 
corrected hy one^ two, or thz^e weeks of ®review"i It is no wonder 
that discouragement and delay are the result of beginning one un* 
known language with a stuc^ of its developnent from a second unknown 
language* I think reversing the order so that students learn first 



to read Old French and then how Old French developed frcn Latin vould 
ccnsideraibly Improve the aituationi* For atudente vho begin the stud^ 
of the evolution of French vould be more qualified to mderatand and 
appreciate Ita development if they already had a reading knoiiledge of 
both Old French and Modem French^ Otae does not eaqpeot beginning laih- 
gnage students to learn the history of the language at the sane time 
they do first and second year French^ It la general practice to give 
Courses in the history of a language to advanced stidents idio 
already had two or three years of the laneuage* Th» aene should be 
truej nmtat^ mutandls> in teaching Old French# 

is obvious ITcm the preceding diaouaslon that ee needi a 

grsnnar giving not the evolution of sounds and foraiaf but rather a 
description of Old French as It existed from about Ihe tuelfth to the 
fifteenth century# With this in mind, I shall noN go on to consider 
the treataient of sounds, forms, and syntax in such a gTSsmar# 

Old French phonology win not be treated extensively in the 
type of course X have described# It should therefore be enouiii to 
present in the grannar the COd. French souxis, with perhaps a brief 
historical introduction emphasizing the inqportant dhangcs from the 
Roland to VlUon and outstanding dialectical diffexenoem that might 
otbemlse oause difficulty in reading texts from different regions 
of France# Such an introduction uoild not be unllle the intzodustion 
to standard Latin and Greek grasnars intended for classroom zefexenoe# 
The sec'U.on on morphology will require more extensive and 
thorough treatment because a knoailedge of foams la aasmitlaX for 
correct re a d in g# The student wiH have to knoH the prindp^ deoleiz* 
slons of Old French as they existed about 1100, and win, need to have 
an explanation of the process of simplification due to analogy, la* 
velli^j changes in pronunciation, especially ibe silencing of iim* 
portant consonants like at pezhaps for orientation a brief historical 
introduction could clazi]^ the oversell developawnt of forms from 
Latin to Old French, by idilch Ihe student could better orient him* 
s^ in approaching the dd French forms# But even if there is suob 
an introduction, emphasis should be placed on ihat nil! facilitate 
reading the texta# The student must be able to diatinguLsh a nomi- 
native singular from an accusative plural in order to understand what 
he is reading, not in order to learn how the language evolved# The 
discussion should therefore emphasize difficulties that may arise 
in reading Old French if the forms are not understood# This of course 
applies not cn^ to noun, pronoun, and adjective declension, bub also 
to oonjugatlou In the presentation of the latter, the strong perfects 
and irregular verbs that develop by vocalic alternation as main as 
the lev elling of irregular forms should be stressedU 

Syntax will also need extensive treatment# It mould pro- 
behly be best to present the syntax in ccnjunoticn nith the forms, 
as Raynaud de Lage does in his Ihtroduetion fcr French students, since 
CXLd syntax and tiie changes ihai take place in it between the 

^lelf th and fifteenth centuries are dependent ^ a oonaidereble de* 
gree on morphological changes during that time# Thus the instructor 



coin.d frmtoTOs to ^tax, and Ihe diffex^nco* bttwan 

22^ Itedern French syntax coiiLd be seen to stem dixeolQy 
frc« the ^ferencer in foma. This is uoanninp, of course, as Ido 
at the beginna^ of ^ paper, that the students ha've a satLsfactoiy 
knowledge of Modem IVench gramnar; thus the gramnatlcaL handboc^c 
can confine itself malhly to the diffexwnees^ with only enou^ of the 
ccromon traits of Old and Modem French to maintain continuity and 
clarity in the pmsentatlon* 

The dlvisicns I have suggested for an elementary granaar 

are rather obvious, given tto limitations that I have assuned from 

of this p^per« The difficulty comes in choosing idiat. 

Is to be included, and then arranging it ccheiently in the teat* I 

can not go very extensively into this problem here, as it is too 

coB^licated ^ would require in effect a careful inspecUon of the 

a ® texts, and perhaps a few years of classroom eiqerimentatloQ 

wi» mimeographed forms before a final text could be put together* 

It Is possible, howsver, to make a few suggestions here as to the 

fornat and presentation of the different sections of the gramar2 

Old French is neither Classical Latin nor Modem FTencht the Xan- 

g^e cm be quite inegtiLar, and standards often varied considaxd> lyi' 

the differences from one period to another, one dl.iaect, one genre 

to^tter can be very great, khdb texts will decide wage? Vhat 

^ decide what forms are "correct" or, at least, most con* 

men? To be cenpr^ensive, Ihe grammar woidd seemingly have to be 

l^er and less elementary than was stlpilated at the beginnixig of 
this paper. *hs uh 

I think that this problem solves itself. There are not 
^ laportmt Old Rrench works available that axe 
sm^le for eleomtary reading, and that can be f omd in texts that 
^l^rs cm use, m editions presented in languages other than 
Fl’ench must be rejected. Furthermore, almost all the 
^tdons in the ^idt^ das anciena textes f^anoais and the Clas** 

jgnetyen^e suppose readers who are more ad^ra^ed 
thm begir^rsj feey axe ^ticai editions, not textbodcs. Other 
text®, su^ as appear in the Textes litt^rairea ft»ancais — I m 
thinl^ in particular of Thcanas* Trlsim ^ ChrUSitu Perceval — 

difficult for beginning students, however worths 
wnue they mi^t be for reading. There are however a few standard 
p * ®® Jenldna* Boland or the Blackwell series with Marie 

de France, for «camp^, or perhaps even the Saint Alexis. The series 

^ ^ich^a ^11 provide enoul^^presentative works 
to bi^d a decent elementaxy granmar aromdj it will include the 

first part of the Roman de la rose, thxee twelfth 
^ ihrijeenth century pl^s, ViUon*7TFmJ“Te?t3^ and aanT^ 

^ ^ fourteenth and fifteenth centuries;* 
exan^les, plus a few other standard beginning 
texts that ntght enjey general approval (Ewert*s Marie de Prance. 

N^c^tte. Cluzel*s edition of courtly lyric 
X™ t»eginning of the thirteenth centuries), it 
eh^d be possible to prepare a brief, yet satisfactory Old French 
granmar for an undergraduate course. 



T one Integrate the grammatical laatrwtion mth tha. 

^xt#« I thieve it woiild be beat to deviwi a qratem of oroaTiS^ 

and prepare a set of exercises based on the texts^d^mmed 
^ texWy since m can not suppose that all the texts will be 

Seroral e«m^e» cooled 

or stu^t ^eds additional material or iUustraticn: In thTe^ 

required to use the handbook as a 
T^ous passages la the texts. These pasaaess woidd 

eULar °f ttie grammar in order to solve p«td> 

^ar of reading and interpretation in the text; In 

?2S^ instruct^ would be based directly on wrStsn OOLd 
mneh, ^ would provide tte student with the generd. InfotwUon 
nn+ practice be needs in order to be able to read well^ (I do 

exercises requiring tranaiaticn te<M 
S«i»**«S** **^®**^ Would be of much use, except as repetitive 

^ develop an abiUty to identi^oims 

■eie ?■? J^ench construetlcn rather than to adapt 

self to an artlXicial standard of e]q>re8sioa.) 

T ^ parte of the traditional etowri 

+>S*°T^v^j ®‘?aa“* briefly before ctnclndlng on one 

tot 1 sho\dd lake to see in six* an Old French gramar, or at leaat 
^11 or additional volimie. Since to undergraduate course 

g rS ifi* 1 ■ *°>P^adge and appreciation, and since there 

int^t to literary studies of Old French works, I ba- 

to voeticu A sSction 

?. . I* CMmon to L^in and Qreek grammars, and to instruction 

®*. inpo^t for OOd French literature; I would prSosTto 
foUoidng for to section on poetics. There would first be a 
out^ of medieval theories of composiUcni to dtoice of 

“!r* arrangement, to rules of naturS 

TOoart^icial older could be e^qplained in conjunction uith the 

muBtrates artificial 
as^te means of ampLificaticn and abbxevLa- 
Ucn, stoe to expansion or abbreviation of part of a woortc «^ar.»n/^^ 

?* author's orlgirwl jOanj both anmUflcation 
^ ® important role in the ocmpositiM^ curtly 
romance and to the elaboratton^ the ecrarUy^ 
coamcnplaces could be introduced to ccnnesM^ 

+ together with a sampling of the more ooanun 

^^r-ofi?^***?***** literature tot are found to the student texts 
to ccnmwnplaoes of courtly love), to different genres 
those olt courtly lyric, would come next; To 

tore w ould have to be an ^anation of the methods of oral or 

ccapositicn uaed in the chansons de eestal In Atditi/M +bA 

oonacn means of eBb^ishment tauiit to meSe%[^«»aSr^?Srto, 
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and poet5.cs must be expl nincd and ilTtidtrahcdi tliis Inalirieo the 
vi«.turjpal. and their relatic-n to -the different types of 

styles, as these were understood in the Middle Agey ( grand! middle 

and mustrate the rbetorical figures and tropee^ but only thosa 

oomon in the texts SS for the^c^e. 

I kn^ ^ no stud^t texts covering all these subjects, except cne or 

tmpts a stu^ of toe style of Old French literatwei' Finally? ttore 
^ an int^uction to Old French versification, illi»- 
trattog toe ways in which varieties of effect are produced to very 
f<^ courUy ^ric, as w<01 as to such average Itoes m to^ ^ 
^llabic co^t a riffles pilates. Jill toe instruotitn would be based. 

and exercises taken from toe reading material, aa 
Poetics is a difficult and^ften tediouS 

S^ti™ grammar, it is essential to an appie- 

^tion of a literature as foimal as that in CQd French is went to 

,, Tj have described in this paper toe tope of grammar I be— 

iWh-°^ s'^table for an undergraduate coxlse to OW 

airi I think I haw proposed no revoluticoaiy changea, except, 
^toaps, xn r^egattog phonology to a seoondaiy posiUon it is not 
aowtomed to oooi^ying, Ihere are the main divisions of standard* 
granmars! somda, forms, and syntax, ani, in addition, a 
sectiaa on poetics. The enjharis on different topics would be deter- 

mrntratlw^^t 2^* ^ standard beginning texts, and toe 

exercisea would come toigely frem them; 

woiM “ grammar, combining langua^^ poetics, 

whf^orid Pre^ring a relatively large nuaiber of stutents 

wno would be able to begin serious work in Old French language and 
literature in toeir first year of graduate school; ^ 

Dcuglas Kelly, University of Wisconsin 



